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Kia ora koutou, and welcome to this extra Alert
After declaring that we would only be having four Alerts per year, I am immediately proving myself an unreliable
reporter, but in a good cause. There were several things that we thought it was important to share with you as
soon as possible:
First, a final reminder about our national conference in Rotorua: proposals for papers (and abstracts) are due by
30 April.
Next, some information about other upcoming conferences, and some news.
And finally, and importantly, we wanted to mark the sad loss of our long-standing and well known ARANZ
member David Colquhoun, with an obituary written by his long-time friend David Grant. This is to be published
in Archifacts but we wanted to share it as soon as we could with the many people in ARANZ who knew David.

ARANZ CONFERENCE CALL FOR PAPERS: FINAL REMINDER

Nga Taonga Tuku Iho 2018: A conference on Māori Archives and Records
Join us for Nga Taonga Tuku Iho 2018: A conference on Māori Archives and Records, the National Conference of
the Archives and Records Association of New Zealand (ARANZ), August 22nd (Wed) - 25th (Fri), 2018. The
conference venue is the Copthorne Hotel, Rotorua.
The theme of the conference is: Māori archives and records. This theme and kaupapa allows for an exploration
of the discovery, preservation, description, record keeping, interconnectedness and meaning of Māori records,
archives and taonga. The 2018 conference looks to explore opportunities for researchers, communities and
organisations to collaborate in the guardianship of knowledge, facilitate researcher engagement and help
safeguard our collective past in perpetuity.
Areas of focus, and possible topics, could include:
• Iwi and community archives

• Conservation and preservation of collections
• Preventing and managing disasters
• Documenting heritage collections and taonga
• Collection descriptions for indigenous designed databases
• Record-keeping standards and authority headings
• Digitising collections
• Cultural sensitivities and archival ethics
• Research into Māori collections and archives
• Displacement of collections and repatriation
• Collecting archives in a post-Treaty environment
• Resourcing and funding challenges
• Ownership and kaitiakitanga
• Te Reo as part of the record
• Distributed collecting across institutions and iwi archives
• Connecting communities through records and archives
This national hui will provide a wonderful opportunity for professional development, learning, seeking new
challenges and networking across our communities and professions. The forum should encourage discussion
and debate on the connections for individuals and communities through collections, as well as raising relevant
issues for the future, and providing various visions for Māori records and archives in the years ahead.
The hui will also include the ARANZ Annual AGM, Special Interest Group meetings, workshops, and the
possibility of panel discussions and institution visits.
Proposals for 20 minute papers are invited. Abstracts of 450-500 words and a short bio should be submitted via
email to Tiena Jordan, threejordans@xtra.co.nz by the 30th April 2018. We will advise acceptance by 1 June
2018. Following the conference, presenters may be invited to submit their contributions for the ARANZ
publication Archifacts. Presentations may also be recorded for replay on the ARANZ website.
An announcement from the Conference Committee will follow shortly confirming registration fees and the early
bird dates.

WSA(NZ)/ Pae Akoranga Wahine/ Stout Research Centre for New Zealand Studies

Feminist Engagements in Aotearoa: 125 years of Suffrage and Beyond
Victoria University of Wellington, 21-23rd September 2018

Call for Papers
Nau Mai Haere Mai – Welcome
To mark 40 years of WSA/PAW conferences and 125 years of women’s suffrage in Aotearoa/New Zealand,
WSA/PAW joins with the Stout Research Centre for New Zealand Studies in presenting a conference
promoting feminist scholarship and activism. The conference will be an opportunity to advance current
feminist engagements, while acknowledging and understanding the challenges of the past. We are
committed to supporting many perspectives including those of Māori, Pasifika, Tauiwi, Pākehā and ethnic
minority women.
This conference will provide a forum for enduring feminist concerns including gendered violence, equal
pay, reproduction, race, ethnicity, sexuality and class. It will also provide an opportunity to consider
contemporary perspectives that emphasise intersectionality including issues around environmental
sustainability, new reproductive technologies, transgender and women’s rights in work places.
This two and a half day conference is part of a longer conversation in New Zealand about women’s rights
and feminist activism in the community and academia. We hope for new insight and vigorous debate into

the current state of feminism in New Zealand. To this end, we invite papers from academics, community,
practitioners, and activists that address the conference themes, as indicated above.
The Conference Programme Committee extends a general invitation for individual papers, workshops,
panel discussions, performances and artistic displays addressing other themes relevant to the work of the
association. We also strongly encourage proposals from community-based women’s groups and senior
secondary school, graduate, and postgraduate students.
Registration commences in July. Details will be made available shortly on the Association website
www.wsanz.org.nz and the Stout Research Centre for New Zealand Studies website
www.victoria.ac.nz/stout-centre.

How to submit a proposal:
Proposals are due June 30th 2018.
Please email abstracts (not more than 200 words) and a brief bio to deborah.levy@vuw.ac.nz. For panels,
present a description of its theme and purpose and submit abstracts for the individual contributions.
Please nominate a contact person for the panel.
In all cases please also provide:
Full name and affiliation (where relevant) of presenters
Full contact details (including email address and phone number)
Title of your presentation
An indication of the format: a 20-minute paper (15 minutes plus 5 minutes for questions), 60-minute
workshop or panel, or a performance, art display, or poster presentation.

Who can present at the Conference?
Anyone is welcome to attend the conference subject to registration. We hope that presenters will also join
the Women’s Studies Association, New Zealand (WSANZ). Details of membership can be found on
www.wsanz.org.nz/membership. Note that WSANZ members receive a discount on conference registration
equivalent to the membership fee.

Conference Convenors
Professor Ann Weatherall Associate Professor Kate Hunter
School of Psychology Director, Stout Research Centre for NZ Studies Victoria University of Wellington
Victoria University of Wellington

National Digital Forum call for registrations
The call for presentations for the 2018 National Digital Forum (19–21 November, Wellington) is open and we’re
looking forward to reviewing a wide range of ideas from across the GLAM sector and beyond.
Please do share this across your networks.
The NDF team want to hear from people working in, and with, digital on any topic affecting the culture and
heritage sector. Think big – does your digital practice touch, inform, influence or offer a passing glance at the
GLAM sector? Get in touch! The timid ideas and the bold, the usual ideas and the out-there – NDF as a
conference is evolving and we want ideas and discourse that reflects that. NDF is committed to honouring the
principles of Te Tiriti o Waitangi, and as our community continues to grow, we welcome all perspectives that
explore what this means in the digital GLAM area.
If you need help getting your synapses sparking, here are a range of suggestions from our 2017 post conference
survey:
• How can we work collaboratively and effectively with people outside the sector?

• How does our sector work with educators and students in the digital realm? How should it?
• How can we share experiences of things not going well and learn from our mistakes?
• How can we embrace new modes of research?
• How can we share the work we’re doing to make a tangible impact in our communities?
We will also be running pre-conference workshops on Monday 19 November. Please get in touch if you have an
idea for those.
To get a sense of the event, please take a look our 2017 programme (https://ndf2017.sched.com/) and
the past talks on YouTube (http://www.ndf.org.nz/past-conferences-1/ ).
Please feel free to email the conference committee at conference@ndf.org.nz if you would like to discuss your
proposal prior to submitting.
Proposals are due by Friday 4 May 2018 and you can submit them here: http://www.ndf.org.nz/call-forpresentations
Ngā mihi nui,
Fiona Fieldsend – NDF2018 Convenor

ASA Conference in Perth
https://www.archivists.org.au/news/2018-conference-keynote-speaker-professor-gillian-triggs
Professor Gillian Triggs, former President of the Australian Human Rights Commission (AHRC) (2012 – 2017) and
Australian Humanist of the Year (2018) will be a keynote speaker at the ASA Annual National Conference in
Perth, this September.
Professor Triggs graduated from Melbourne in 1968 and gained her PhD in law in 1982. She has worked in
international commercial law and was previously a Dean of the Faculty of Law at the University of Sydney.
During her tenure at the AHRC, Professor Triggs has spoken out about migration issues, asylum seekers, same
sex marriage and Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander incarceration rates, among other topics. She is currently
Chair of Justice Connect a Victorian based organisation looking at social justice issues and legal advice.
For further information on the Conference, please visit the 2018 Conference pages.

Chief Archivist’s 2016/2017 annual report on the state of government
recordkeeping in New Zealand
This is now available to be viewed on the Archives New Zealand website:http://archives.govt.nz/chief-archivistsannual-report-state-government-recordkeeping-2016-17

Other news from Archives New Zealand
Some recently published advice includes a blog on file format migration:
https://records.archives.govt.nz/toolkit-blog/file-format-migration-considerations-before-you-begin/
… and new guidance for agencies on digital transfer:
Digital transfer - overview
Digital transfer initiation - characteristics
Digital transfer initiation - readiness assessment

Archives New Zealand reports: “These tools and methods will assist public sector organisations during the
transfer initiation stage of a digital transfer, and also assist Archives New Zealand to determine the transfer’s
feasibility and timing.”

Research Scholarship available
Auckland Library Heritage Trust Scholarship 2018/2019
Applications for the Auckland Library Heritage Trust research scholarship are now open!

Ref: Dan Liu. Dr Majid Daneshagar in the Sir George Grey Special Collections
reading room. 4 August 2017.
Now in its sixth year, this scholarship is offered by the Auckland Library Heritage Trust to assist with research and
the promotion of material held in the Sir George Grey Special Collections at the Central City Library and the
distributed heritage collections across Auckland Libraries. Heritage collections are found at the north, south and
west research centres at Takapuna, Manukau and Waitākere libraries.

Covers of three Japanese illustrated woodblock books forming a triptych

The breadth of the collections has seen research topics range from Japanese woodblock books from the
nineteenth century to the Jazz age in Auckland in the twentieth century. Last year’s scholar was Dr Majid

Daneshagar from the University of Otago. Dr Daneshgar prepared a catalogue of Middle Eastern manuscripts
looking at Arabic, Persian and Ottoman Turkish works in Sir George Grey Special Collections.
As well as rare and historic books Auckland Libraries’ Heritage Collections feature maps, manuscripts, archives,
photographs, drawings, oral histories, musical recordings and ephemera. In 2017 two collections from Auckland
Libraries, the John A. Lee archive held in Sir George Grey Special Collections and the J.T. Diamond collection at
the Waitākere Central Library, were added to the NZ Register of the Memory of the World.

Ref: J. T. Diamond. Children and tame gull on Cornwallis Beach, 1957.
West Auckland Research Centre, Auckland Libraries, JTD-08K-01652-1.
In 2018, the year commemorating the 125th anniversary of women’s suffrage in New Zealand you may like to explore
our collections relating to pioneering women across the centuries. We hold the archive of the Broadsheet Collective,
1971-1999, Florence Nightingale’s correspondence with Sir George Grey and important social justice organisations'
collections based in Auckland. In addition, we have extensive photograph collections and other documentary
heritage formats featuring women in Auckland.

Ref: Cover of Broadsheet magazine, April 1975, issue 28. Cover illustration by Vanya Lowry.

The scholarship is open to New Zealanders and overseas visitors to New Zealand. To apply you need to identify a
research proposal based on material held in Auckland Libraries rich Heritage Collections. The winner of the
scholarship will receive a grant of $1000. We would love to assist you with your research.
Applications for 2018/2019 close on 31 May 2018.
Please email your application, including a contact phone number, outlining your proposal to:
specialcollections@aucklandcouncil.govt.nz With the subject line:

2018 Scholar application

We look forward to hearing from you!

Obituary: David Colquhoun
By David Grant

David Colquhoun: archivist, historian, aesthete, sportsman, ‘leftie’, designer, carpenter, Labour History Project
member.
David Colquhoun, Curator of Manuscripts and Archives at the Alexander Turnbull Library for 25 years, and friend
and help-mate to many, died suddenly in Masterton on 18 March 2018, aged 66.
It was deeply ironic that he passed away just days before the first cricket test between New Zealand and
England began, whereupon Boult and Southee skittled the English batsmen for just 58 in the first hours. He
would have been grinning from ear to ear. About test cricket he was passionate; one day cricket, less so, while
the 20-over game was an aberration. Many an afternoon was spent on the bank at his beloved Basin Reserve,
sometimes in the company of this writer, acutely reading the nuances of Ish Sodhi’s leg spin bowling or
delighting in the swish of the bat as Kane Williamson played the most glorious cover drive.
David Colquhoun was born in Wellington on 30 August 1951, the first of three children to Joy and John
Colquhoun but spent most of his early life in Auckland. John was a dentist, a vigorous anti-fluoridation
campaigner and political activist, being a member of the New Zealand Communist Party in his young days, the
editor of the journal Socialist Action afterwards and a leading light in the Auckland branch of the Committee of
Vietnam during the Vietnam War in the late 1960s. Along with his sister Sara, David inherited these political
beliefs. He was a member of the Labour Party, New Labour and the Alliance at various times in his life.
Educated at Kelston Primary School and Glen Eden Intermediate, his time at Lynfield College was problematic at
times, refusing to be caned for not having his socks up as his father had told him he was not to suffer corporal
punishment at school. One of his major achievements at school was his establishment of the magazine Blues

News while he was in the sixth form. Initially founded with Alastair Riddell, who later fronted the rock group
Space Waltz, he soon took over the process of writing, gathering and collating material, editing, drawing
illustrations (his favourite school subject), organising photographs and distributing the magazine himself. It was
not always plain sailing. When he stayed home from school one day to envelope and post it the headmaster
threatened him with expulsion. Blues News was a phenomenon in its time. David was very committed to the
‘purity’ of the blues and later with John Davidson and Steve Roth assisting, it survived for some years after
school, with an ever-growing distribution and contributions from aficionados in the United States and Great
Britain.
From sixth form, he spent some time at Waikato University but became disillusioned and over the following
three years spent time working on the rubbish carts in Auckland (he was obsessed with physical fitness) with,
among others, Graham Brazier of Hello Sailor fame and at least two years scrub cutting on Phillip Ward’s farm
on the Coromandel Peninsula. Living in a little house in Fletchers Bay he worked hard and played hard indulging
in his down time with his fellow workers in excess alcohol and drugs.
David referred to these as his ‘wasted years’. He was an enthusiastic reader and thereafter enrolled at Auckland
University to study history. Seven years later he graduated with a first-class honours degree completing a thesis
on Frederick Maning, a prominent 19th century writer and judge of the Native Land Court. Chris Szekely, chief
librarian at the Turnbull, and David’s boss, was a student of David’s when he was studying history at Auckland.
David was a tutor in the department and Chris remembers him as quietly spoken, a good facilitator who set high
standards; ‘getting an A grade from David meant you did a very good job and earned it’.
It was during this time, both of us post-graduate history students that I first met David. We connected over
football among much else. Briefly, we played alongside each other in the University HART team until he became
just too angry with the captain’s overt directions and left to form another team among history students. In more
recent years, he and I were among a number of devotees sitting in the stand at the Cake Tin, hoping, often
forlornly, that the Phoenix’s performance would be better than that of the previous week.
Following his graduation, and pursuing an ever-increasing interest in archival research he secured a job as
Arrangement and Description Archivist at Archives New Zealand in Auckland. Thereafter he spent a year, 198889, at the Waitangi Tribunal. His most significant work there was on the Te Roroa hearings. A local farmer, Alan
Titford, had been bulldozing pou (ceremonial carved landmarks) on Te Roroa wahi tapu at Maunganui Bluff, on
the coast just north of Dargaville . This was an area of contention between Titford and the local Maori
claimants. David’s research showed that some of the area should have been reserved for Te Roroa in the 1876
Maunganui Crown purchase. As a result, Titford was particularly antagonistic towards David leading up to the
first July 1989 hearing. David stood his ground and subsequently the One New Zealand Foundation, to whom
Titford belonged, continued to berate him with hostile emails over his Maunganui Bluff research. Te Roroa
supported David’s findings as did the Tribunal in its 1993 report.
In 1990, he was appointed Curator of Manuscripts and Archives at the Alexander Turnbull Library. He was lucky;
he had found his dream job. His tasks included developing acquisition policies, appraising and valuing
collections, assisting with preservation plans, managing staff in the reading room services for researchers and
curating collection-based exhibitions.
Over his 25 years in the role he developed expertise in all of these roles. As curator David was always a
welcoming, friendly and knowledgeable presence in the Turnbull’s reading room. Charlotte Macdonald, for
example, mentioned that when she and Frances Porter were researching their book My Hand Will Write what
my Heart Dictates he was more than co-operative in learning new uses of existing collections and new places to
where they might extend.

Some of the acquisitions were remarkable. For example, it was because of David’s extensive, patient and
positive correspondence with representatives of the John Middleton Murry family that the library was able to
acquire a large tranche of Katherine Mansfield material in 2012.
Another collection highlight was his pursuance and delight in the purchase of the Greg Chappell press statement
relating to the ‘underarm incident’ when Australia played New Zealand in a one-dayer in 1981 when he
instructed his brother Trevor to bowl underarm to deny New Zealand a possible tie on the last ball of the game.
In it Chappell said, ‘I regret the decision. It is something that I will not do again’ It was a grubby piece of paper
signed by Chappell’s own hand.
In 2007 the Turnbull-thanks to David-acquired a number of letters written by Albert Edward, the Prince of Wales
in 1920 to his lover Freda Dudley Ward. The letters were an account of the Prince’s tour of New Zealand in 1920
and were, in David’s words ‘detailed, lively and very frank’. He quickly displayed the letters to considerable
public interest and later published an excellent piece in the Turnbull Library Record recording the besotted
Prince’s story with wit and insight. For some time before his death he had been preparing a book of the Prince’s
visit to New Zealand.
Other notable accessions under his watch included Maurice Gee’s literary papers, Bert Roth’s lifetime collection
of labour history records, the journals of timber gatherer Thomas Laslett from the 1830s and 1840s and the
unexpected find of the 1819-20 Antarctic diary of Charles Poynter which may have just recorded the very first
sighting of the Antarctic continent. Just as satisfying, he commented more than once, was receiving diaries or
bundles of letters from little-known New Zealanders caught in interesting times.
David was also intrigued with the concept of sport as a spectacle New Zealand in the 19th century. In another
Library Record David wrote a playful and respectful piece on the unlikely story of the remarkable Mrs Catherine
Wiltshire (along with her husband Joseph), who, in her time (1876), was billed as the ‘greatest female
pedestrienne in the world’.
The late 19th, early 20th century sportsman George W. Smith also fits into this milieu. David regarded Smith as
New Zealand’s ‘greatest ever all-round sportsman before World War One’. He was a champion jockey, sprinter
and hurdler, one of the stars of the 1905 All Black Originals in their tour of Great Britain in 1905 and was vicecaptain of New Zealand’s first rugby league tour of that country in 1907-08-the ‘Old Golds’. He later played
league as a professional for the Oldham Club near Manchester in England.
David was more half way through a life and times biography of Smith when his final illness frustratingly
precluded him from completing it. This included a number of trips to Oldham where he researched and spoke
about Smith. The tragedy is that this book will unlikely be finished.
In 2000, pursuing his passion for distance running, David curated an exhibition on New Zealand athlete Jack
Lovelock who won gold for New Zealand in the 1500 metres at the Berlin Olympic Games in 1936. This was
followed in 2008 with the launch of his handsome book on Lovelock’s journals-which the library had acquiredtitled As If Running on Air. It was a glittering occasion. A torch burned outside the library, the rector of Timaru
Boys’ High School, Lovelock’s alma mater, startlingly pulled Lovelock’s 1936 gold medal out of his pocket, and
footage of the 1936 1,500 metre race was on display.
Retired academic and prominent distance runner Roger Robinson launched the book, enthusing about its
contents. ‘This is one of the great books of world running literature,’ he said. ‘Never have the private writings of
such a great athlete been presented via such expert scholarship. Its more than an excellent editing job. David
Colquhoun’s introductions to each sections of the journals provide the most accurate and revealing biography
ever done of Lovelock the runner. Thoughtfully and quietly he has rescued the real Lovelock from the
sensationalism of some fictitious versions.’
In 2013 he was contracted to write the Athletics entry for Te Ara: The Online Encyclopedia. Employing his
characteristic enthusiasm and accuracy, and spending long hours on this project, Jock Phillips, general editor of

Te Ara regarded David’s completed version among the top 20 among the more than 1,000 contributions among
all of the encyclopedia’s entries. ‘His total commitment to get things just right in every aspect was very
impressive,’ he commented.
In 2010, he instigated the digitisation of the Donald McLean papers with Elliot Young. It was an ambitious
project: the biggest single 19th century being put not just into a digital format but into a vehicle with potential
for considerable expansion and multiple reach.
From 2010 to 2015 he wrote a column about Wellington; 200-300 words accompanied by an image from the
Turnbull’s collections. They began in the weekly Wellingtonian, then in Capital Times and more recently in
Fishhead magazine. A number of the earlier articles were reworked for his first published book, Wellingtonians:
From the Turnbull Library Collections, published in 2011.
In Logs to Blogs, in an exhibition David curated for the Turnbull Gallery in 2013, he explored 250 years of diary
keeping. In 2015 he curated a major exhibition at the New Zealand Portrait Gallery. Capital Characters marked
the 150th anniversary of Wellington as the nation’s capital by taking a look at the city’s history through
portraiture.
His last major written contribution was the essay he wrote also in 2013 on the National Library’s blog titled It’s
Just Hell Here Now, intertwining the library’s digitising of World War One diaries with personal accounts of
soldier experiences in their own voices. This essay remains by far the most read piece of the hundreds of essays
published in the blog’s history. After his retirement from the library he made a move to the other side of the
reading room as the library’s Adjunct Scholar to work on his own writing projects and do some freelance
curatorial work. On a website he established, he blogged on various historical issues of interest to him, and the
work that he was doing.
David was a staunch supporter of the archives and records profession whether presenting papers at an ARANZ
conference, publishing articles in the ARANZ journal Archtifacts, or lobbying on behalf of the archives and
records profession generally. Not a lover of red-tape bureaucracy, he was not afraid to clash heads with
management when he felt passionate about an issue that was doing a disservice to staff, or the profession in
general.
For the last 30 years of his life until recently, distance running was his passion. He was a familiar sight to
workmates at the library arriving and leaving in his running gear. Once when pounding the pavement along
Evan’s Bay Parade he passed Chris Szekely attempting an early morning brisk walk. ‘Good lad,’ he muttered
approvingly as he breezed on by.
The sport largely dominated his spare time in Wellington. Early on he joined the Scottish Harriers Athletic Club
and Wellington Marathon Clinic. On the road David was always motivated to get the best out of himself. John
Barrington recalls that during the 1996 Nelson half-marathon they found themselves running together and
despite not knowing each other, made a pact that they would ruthlessly push each other to the finishing line.
This they did, with each of them finishing first in their respective age-divisions; it cemented a friendship for life.
Like the rest of his activities, David employed structured training and meticulous planning for all of his races.
Over the years he was a consistent medallist in individual and road relay races-which he often captained- for his
club. Running trips to smaller towns with mates often resulted in a visit to a bookshop or country museum.
David also gave back to the sport by establishing the Scottish Harriers’ ‘Three Peaks Challenge’ in 2000. This was
an annual series of three events, each of which was over three Wellington Hills. As event organiser he took
delight in exploring Wellington’s hilly terrain in order to introduce ‘new peaks’ into the series. Through this he
developed a love of mountain running. With Des Young he trained hard for the 2006 New Zealand mountain
running championships in Marlborough. It paid off for David when he was placed second in the Men’s 55-59 age
grade. That year he also contested the World Masters Mountain running championships in Slovenia. He finished
a very creditable 15th out of 61 finishers in his age group.

David was gentle, honest, determined, meticulous, thorough, singular-minded, trustworthy and a great friend.
Former partner, Jo Newman to whom he remained close, recalled his great love of art (a massive Bob Kerr
painting hung on his Carterton house wall), his love of tramping, visiting new places, watching movies, listening
to blues music, developing with her a love of opera and his designing and building of furniture for the house in
Mount Victoria, and later in Carterton.
In 2012-3 when his running times were fading slowly beyond when he would have considered normal, he came
to understand that something might be physically wrong with his body. Doctors took a long time to diagnose
that he had a form of neurogenic muscular atrophy, a condition that was terminal. Characteristically, David
eschewed a funeral and speeches after his passing in favour of a party for family and friends at his wee house in
Carterton on 8 April, and a commemoration to his life and work in the Turnbull Library four days later.
David Grant, a life member and former chair of the LHP has been a friend of David Colquhoun for more than 40
years. He thanks John Barrington, Richard Brent, Gordon Clarke, Sara Colquhoun, John Davidson, Joan
McCracken, Charlotte Macdonald, Sean McMahon, Joanna Newman, Jock Phillips, Barry Rigby, Roger Robinson,
Lynette Shum, Chris Szekely and Des Young for their willing contributions to this story.

